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and values the principles of democracy falls
squarely on the shoulders of our parents,
leaders, and educators.

Parents face the task of bringing up their
children to be moral and upstanding mem-
bers of the community. To be a good citizen,
one needs to embrace not only the rights,
but also the responsibilities of living in a de-
mocracy. Voting for officials is one of the
key components. Voters must be well-in-
formed so they-can choose the candidate who
will truly represent their beliefs and con-
cerns. John F. Kennedy commented that
‘‘The ignorance of one voter in a democracy
impairs the security of all.’’ If parents dem-
onstrate a desire within themselves to be
knowledgeable about those who they vote
for, then their children will see this as the
proper example of responsible voting. Citi-
zenship and morality are also important at-
tributes that parents should teach to chil-
dren. While democracy promotes freedom of
speech, it also calls for citizens to respect
the ideas and opinions of others. Accord-
ingly, children should be taught to listen to
what others have to say with the same en-
thusiasm with which they speak their mind.
In addition, if youths are clearly taught the
difference between right and wrong, then
they can adhere more effectively to laws.
Parents serve a vital role by reaching out to
their sons and daughters to teach them les-
sons in civility that result in an under-
standing and appreciation for democracy.

Leaders and politicians need to exemplify
the ideals of democracy in our world. It is
their duty to honor the wishes of those they
represent in order to show the effectiveness
of voting. Leaders also should embrace and
fill the role of a diplomatic and law-abiding
citizen so that future generations of politi-
cians may look to them for good example.
Politicians would be well suited to speak to
classes or youth groups about what being a
leader in a democracy means. If our nation’s
leaders reach out to our young generation,
they will help to ensure the comprehension
of our government and safeguard its liberties
with the abilities of tomorrow’s leaders.

It is hard for students to imagine what life
would be like without the presence of a
democratic government system. Young
Americans have taken democracy for grant-
ed because it is the only form of government
they have truly understood. It is far easier to
appreciate the impact of restrictions im-
posed on foreign populations when the events
occur during the student’s lifetime. Edu-
cators can play a crucial rate not only by
teaching the history of oppressive govern-
ments, but by describing and detailing situa-
tions in the present where the people’s lack
of power has resulted in an unjust and often
corrupt system. Recently, for instance, our
attention has turned to impoverished coun-
tries in the Middle East such as Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and many are beginning to see for
the first time the demoralizing conditions
under which many of the world’s people live.
As important as our history is. current
events are more persuasive and influential
learning resources because they help stu-
dents directly empathize with those suf-
fering under tyranny. Educators will instill
in students an earnest appreciation for the
democracy they live in if they can open the
eyes of students by revealing the cir-
cumstances of those for whom democracy is
not a reality.

Many of the youth in this nation have not
had the opportunity to truly appreciate
America’s democracy. The harrowing ac-
count of the reality of others must not go
unacknowledged and our own reality must
not go unappreciated. If the parents, leaders,
and educators reach out to America’s youth
and reveal to them why this system is
looked to as an example by all the world,

then interest and the desire of youths to par-
ticipate will be exponential. We must instill
in youth the values of democracy and the
importance of its endurance within our na-
tion in order to ensure the strength of the
American democracy for generations to
come.
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Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
recognize the achievements and service of
Donna Euler of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.

Donna has served as the Adoption Coordi-
nator with Lutheran Community Services
Northwest, located in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho for
16 years. Prior to her work at Lutheran Com-
munity Services she served the State of Idaho
by providing adoption services for families and
children. For years Donna has been instru-
mental in placing numerous children in good
homes with good parents.

Donna has continually utilized her expertise
in adoptions to enhance adoption services in
the State of Idaho. In 1992–93 she served on
Idaho’s Adoption Task Force to improve adop-
tion practice within the State.

In 1996, she participated in the Idaho Focus
group that implemented the President’s Adop-
tion 2002 Initiative in Idaho.

In 1999, Donna served on the Idaho Chil-
dren’s Treatment Rulemaking Project to as-
sess and gather public input on the revised
rules and regulations for licensure of children’s
agencies and foster homes.

Her knowledge, passion, and commitment
are unmatched. I am pleased I am able to
nominate her for the Congressional Coalition
on Adoption’s Angels in Adoption Award.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Richard Darmanian. Mr.
Darmanian is being honored for ‘‘50 years of
service to his community’’ at the annual ban-
quet of the Armenian National Committee of
Central California.

Mr. Darmanian has lived in California’s Cen-
tral Valley since he was a young man. He
graduated from Caruthers High School and re-
ceived his B.A. in History and his Masters De-
gree in Guidance & Counseling from California
State University, Fresno. Richard began
teaching at Roosevelt High School in Fresno;
where he also served as counselor and Dean
of Boys. In 1969 he moved to Edison High
School where he became principal in 1972.
Shortly thereafter, he moved to Hoover High
School as Principal.

Richard served his community through his
active involvement within the school system,
but at the same time he contributed greatly
through other organizations. He became a
member of the Armenian Cultural Foundation
in 1950, and served as a member of the Re-

gional Executive Committee and the Central
Executive Committee. Mr. Darmanian’s edu-
cational expertise was well utilized when he
became a founding member of the Armenian
Community School of Fresno. He is also a
very spiritual man who has been highly in-
volved in the Holy Trinity Apostolic Armenian
Church, where he was a member of the Board
of Trustees and a member of the Executive
Council of the Western Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of North America.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Richard
Darmanian for his recognition by the Armenian
National Committee of Central California for
his years of service. I invite my colleagues to
Join me in thanking him for his tremendous
service to the community and for his dedica-
tion to excellence.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the
Southeast Colorado Cattlewoman of the Year,
Jennie Adrian of La Junta, Colorado. Jennie
was chosen for Cattlewoman of the Year be-
cause she possesses all the specific traits of
a great Cattlewoman. She is dependable, car-
ing, smart, trustful, creative, and a hard-
working partner in a ranching family. She is a
generous soul whose good deeds and gen-
erous acts certainly deserve the recognition of
this body of Congress, and this nation.

Jennie was born in La Junta, Colorado and
lived on a ranch near Kim until her family
moved to Prescott, Arizona, where she fin-
ished school and later met her husband. To-
gether they moved to Aspen, Colorado where
they bought a ranch near Salida and raised
their two children, Rusty and Audra. Jennie
first became involved in Cowbelles in Chaffee
County in 1967 where she served as Chair-
man for several committees and held several
offices including President in 1981. She cur-
rently holds the office of Cowbelle Vice Presi-
dent in Otero County.

Mr. Speaker, Jennie Adrian has proven her-
self to be a committed mother and wife as well
as an extraordinary Cattlewoman and it is my
honor to congratulate Jennie on her most re-
cent and well-deserved award before this body
of Congress and this nation. Congratulations
Jennie and good luck to you and your family
in all your future community endeavors.
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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO SISTER
MARY MICHEL ON HER RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE TEACHING
PROFESSION
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a very special teacher who has
touched many lives. Seldom do we acknowl-
edge the importance of the job or the depth of
a teacher’s commitment to our children. While
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